Factors to consider before signing up for a PreAP or AP Class
PreAP/AP* classes are very different from advanced classes.  Before you sign up to take an PreAP/AP class next year, please read through the following list to determine if an PreAP/AP class is the right class for you. 
1.  PreAP/AP classes have homework every night.  Many of the assignments require multiple nights’ work.  When you don’t have an assignment, reading will be your homework.

2. The ELA and Social Studies classes have extensive reading.  Sign up only if you are prepared to read anywhere from 30-70 pages per week, depending on the course.

3. The ELA and Social Studies classes have extensive writing.  ELA has numerous in class timed writings and multi-page essays completed outside of class.  Social Studies classes have either a writing component on every test or with every unit, including Document Based Questions and Free Response Questions.

4. PreAP/AP courses expect class participation on a daily basis.  Class participation requires preparation beforehand. 

5. Students who are successful in PreAP/AP classes tend to have the following characteristics:

a. Disciplined

b. Organized

c. Focused

d. Self-motivated

e. Perseverance

f. Responsible for own actions

6.  Not all students will make A’s and B’s in the PreAP/AP class.  If you are an ‘A’ or ‘B’ student in an advanced class, you may be a ‘B’ or ‘C’ student in the PreAP/AP class.  Are you willing to be challenged at the college level even if it means a lower GPA?  

Be honest with yourself.  If you have multiple extra-curricular activities or multiple AP classes, ask yourself whether you really need to take this class at the AP level.  Talk to your teacher about what level may be right for you.  Discuss with your parents what you are willing and capable of doing to be successful.
 * PreAP classes are typically at the 9th and 10th grade level, with the exception of AP World History.  AP classes are offered at the 11th and 12th grade level.
